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Doug:

Well, OK, since you said "pretty please."  Actually, I did not see your

earlier note, so I"m glad you resent.  Unfortunately, I won't be able to

be at the meeting so I'm glad you intend to summarize for the listserv.

I'm glad you are defining prelims/comps because issues of definition

could have lead, and may still lead, to confusion.  Here, we use the

terms "prelims" and "comps" interchangeably, although I think that by

your definition our exam is a fusion of "comps" and "prelims."  We

probably devote more of the exam to "prelim" areas.  In any event, I've

responded in CAPS to the posed questions about "comps"--but as I said

(and as you will see from the content areas), the exam includes things

you are calling prelim areas:

>

>Do you require written comprehensive examinations in psychology(or

>alternative project) in your program?  If yes, specify the following

>information:

>

>1.  length, and setting of the exam.  THE EXAM COVERS FIVE DAYS FOR

ONE-HALF DAY EACH DAY (THE MORNING).  WE HAVE USED DIFFERENT SETTINGS

(INCLUDING LETTING THEM SIT BY THEMSELVES IN A ROOM) BUT RIGHT NOW WE

PUT THEM ALL IN A BIG COMPUTER ROOM.  THEY HAVE TO USE THE COMPUTERS IN

THE ROOM WHICH ARE LOADED WITH TYPICAL WORD PROCESSING PACKAGES.  IF

THEY CAN'T TYPE (OR DON'T WANT TO) WE LET THEM WRITE.  THERE ARE FIVE

SECTIONS (DESCRIBED BELOW) AND ONE SECTION IS ADMINISTERED EACH DAY. 

EACH SECTION HAS 2-4 QUESTIONS ON IT.

>2.  when the exam is typically completed by students TYPICALLY

STUDENTS COMPLETE THEM EITHER AFTER 1.5 OR 2.5 YEARS IN THE PROGRAM (WE

GIVE THEM ONLY ONCE EACH YEAR).  STUDENTS WHO ENTER WITH A MASTER'S

DEGREE TEND TO DO IT AFER 1.5 YEARS AND OTHERS AFTER 2.5 YEARS BUT THAT

IS NOT A RULE AND IT VARIES SOMEWHAT.  STUDENTS MAKE THE DECISION ABOUT

WHEN THEY WANT TO TAKE THEM.

>3.  content areas typically covered in the exam.  WE HAVE FIVE BIG

AREAS:  RESEARCH/STATISTICS; THEORY AND PRACTICE; ASSESSMENT/DIAGNOSIS;

ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL ISSUES; AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE.  

THE CATEGORY OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE IS A CATCHALL CATEGORY AND INCLUDES

PERSONALITY THEORY, ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY; DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY,

LEARNING, SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY, INTELLIGENCE, COGNITIVE PSYCHOLOGY, MEMORY,

ETC.  TECHNICALLY IT INCLUDES BIOLOGICAL BASIS OF BEHAVIOR BUT IN

REALITY ONLY THE MOST GENERAL OF QUESTIONS WOULD BE ASKED IN THIS AREA. 

WE WOULD NOT GET SPECIFIC IN THAT AREA AT ALL.

>4.  whether reading lists are provided to students and, if yes, who

>provides the list.  WE  DO NOT HAVE A 'READING LIST PER SE, ALTHOUGH

THE DIRECTOR HAS SENT OUT A GENERAL MEMO THAT MENTIONS TWO OR THREE

BOOKS.  ALSO, INDIVIDUAL FACULTY MEMBERS MAY RECOMMEND BOOKS, BUT AS I

SAID, WE DO NOT HAVE A READING LIST PER SE.

>5.  grading system and who grades the exam  THE COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

FACULTY GRADES THE EXAM.  TWO FACULTY READ EACH SECTION.   THE SCALE IS

"HIGH PASS" (NOT GIVEN VERY OFTEN); "PASS" AND "FAIL."  EACH QUESTION IS

GIVEN ONE OF THE ABOVE SCORES AND THEN THE SECTION AS A WHOLE IS GIVEN A

SCORE.  THE SECTION SCORE IS BASED STRICTLY ON HOW THE FACULTY MEMBER

THINKS THE QUESTION SCORES SHOULD BE COMBINED.  IT IS NOT A TECHNICAL 

ARITHMATIC AVERAGE OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT.  IT IS THE OVERALL SECTION

SCORE THAT COUNTS IN THE END.  IF ONE PERSON GIVES A PASS TO THE SECTION

AND THE OTHER PERSON GIVES A FAIL, THE SECTION IS SENT TO A THIRD READER

WHOSE JUDGMENT SETTLES THE ISSUE.

THERE IS A FAIRLY COMPLICATED SYSTEM DEFINING FAILURE ON THE EXAM, BUT

ESSENTIALLY IF YOU FAIL THREE OR MORE SECTIONS YOU HAVE FAILED THE EXAM

AND HAVE TO RETAKE THE ENTIRE EXAM.   FAILURE OF ONE OR TWO SECTIONS

CREATES OTHER CONSEQUENCES (SEE BELOW).

>6.  proportion who fail  (ALSO SEE COMMENTS TO SEVEN BELOW).  THE

ENTIRE (THREE OR MORE SECTIONS) EXAM IS VERY VERY SELDOM FAILED.  I

WOULD GUESS 2-3%.  TWO SECTIONS (WHICH REQUIRES READMINISTRATION OF

THOSE TWO SECTIONS IN WRITING) PROBABLY HAPPENS AROUND 10-15% OF THE

TIME AND FAILURE OF ONE SECTION (WHICH GIVES THE DOCTORAL/ADVISORY

COMMITTEE THE OPTION OF DOING ESSENTIALLY WHATEVER THEY WANT TO)

PROBABLY HAPPENS ABOUT 25% OF THE TIME.

>7.  consequences of failing  I'VE MORE OR LESS ANSWERED THAT IN SIX

ABOVE BUT I SHOULD ALSO ADD THAT THERE IS A LIMIT (3) TO HOW MAY TIMES

YOU CAN FAIL THE OVERALL EXAM AND IF THAT HAPPENS I THINK OUR POLICY

SAYS THAT THE FACULTY MEET TO DECIDE WHAT HAPPENS.  NO ONE HAS EVER

FAILED THE EXAM THREE TIMES.  SO THE EXAM IS NOT REALLY USED AS A

SCREENING DEVICE.  OUR STUDENTS TEND TO BE SOMEWHAT FEARFUL OF THE EXAM

AND STUDY HARD FOR IT, BUT THE REALITY IS THAT STUDENTS WHO LEAVE OUR

PROGRAM ALMOST ALWAYS DO SO FOR NON-ACADEMIC REASONS.

>Do you require oral comprehensive examinations in your program?  If

yes,

>specify the following information if it is different from the written

exam:

>

YES

>1.  length, and setting of the exam.  USUALLY ABOUT TWO HOURS. 

STUDENT MUST HAVE PASSED THE WRITTEN PORTION FIRST

>2.  when the exam is typically completed by students  VERY SOON (1-3

MONTHS) AFTER PASSING THE WRITTEN

>3.  content areas typically covered in the exam.  ANYTHING THE

DOCTORAL/ADVISORY COMMITTEE WANTS TO COVER, BUT IF ONE SECTION OF THE

EXAM WAS FAILED, THAT AREA WILL BE GIVEN SOME EXTRA ATTENTION

>4.  whether reading lists are provided to students and, if yes, who

>provides the list.  NO

>5.  grading system and who grades the exam  PASS/FAIL BASED ON

DECISION OF THE DOCTORAL (ADVISORY) COMMITTEE 

>6.  proportion who fail  I DO NOT RECALL ANYONE FAILING THE ORAL.  THE

WRITTENS ARE REALLY THE BIG HURDLE.

>7.  consequences of failing  I THINK THEY WOULD HAVE TO RETAKE THE

EXAM.  THAT IS A UNIVERSITY POLICY AS OPPOSED TO A DEPARTMENTAL OR

PROGRAM  POLICY.

Hope this is what you were looking for.  I look forward to seeing the

summary.  Like most programs we struggle with this issue.  By the way,

our counselor education program, as well as the clinical psychology

program in the psychology department here neither use comps/prelims. 

I'm not sure what the psychology department does (I think it involves

some papers).  Our counselor education program has just begun using

portfolios as an alternative.

Randy
